[Monapterin and biopterin in degenerated retinas].
We measured the concentrations of biopterin, neopterin and monapterin in the neuroretina of humans and different rat strains and found a relatively high amount of oxidized monapterin in these tissues. The dystrophic retinae of RCS rats revealed an inverse ratio of biopterin-to-monapterin compared to LE rats. This ratio was altered in LE rats after exposure to strong light. These results suggest that changes in pterin metabolism may correlate with retinal dystrophy.